Single-nucleotide polymorphisms at the 9p21.3 genomic region not associated with the risk of cardiovascular disease in patients with rheumatoid arthritis.
Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is a chronic polygenic inflammatory disease associated with accelerated atherosclerosis and high risk of cardiovascular disease (CVD). In this study, we evaluated the potential association of 9p21.3 single-nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) - previously linked to coronary artery disease - and CVD risk in 2001 Spanish RA patients genotyped for 9p21.3 SNPs using TaqMan™ assays. Carotid intima media thickness (cIMT) and presence of carotid plaques were also analyzed. Cox regression model did not disclose significant differences between patients who experienced CVD and those who did not. Neither association was found between cIMT or carotid plaques and SNPs allele distribution. In conclusion, results do not support a role of rs10116277 or rs1537375 SNPs in CVD risk in Spanish RA patients.